
December 14, 2017 
 

Holly Godard 

Land Use Planner 

SDCI 

PO Box 34019 

Seattle, WA 98124-7901 

 
RE: SEPA Comment Letter, 2025 5th Ave. (5th & Lenora), #3026266 

Dear Ms. Godard, 

In the course of reviewing the EDG Meeting Booklet for the land use 

proposal at 2005 5th Ave (5th & Virginia - #3028017) right across 

Virginia St. from our residence, we noted that, combined with this 

project at 5th & Lenora, there would be an addition of 898 residential 

apartment units and 592 parking spaces in this one block. We see 

that there has been no real study of the cumulative impacts from the 

exponential increase in alley traffic circulation that will accompany 

these projects. 

 
As Belltown residents living only one block from the site of this 

proposal, we were shocked and disappointed to see that SDCI has 

issued a DNS for this project. An EIS is absolutely necessary, 

because this project as currently designed will have significant 

adverse impacts that have not been addressed. 

 
In fact, the various Appendices to the Environmental Checklist 

prepared on April 6, 2017 are a tacit admission of numerous adverse 

impacts that need to be addressed. For example, code provisions 

and SDOT policy favoring all vehicle access from alleys elevates the 

importance of the early evaluation of access, loading designs, alley 

traffic functionality, and safety. 

 
The inadequate design concepts presented for this project shows 

how much work still needs to be done to achieve a workable design 

free of significant adverse impacts. On the transportation issue alone, 

important questions that need answering include: 



 

1. Can the design accommodate two-way traffic in the alley? 

2. Is the alley wide enough, even with a 2’ setback, to allow 

truck traffic generated by this project, as well as the proposal 

at 5th & Virginia, to pass parked trucks in the alley that are 

servicing the Warwick Hotel building? 

3. Can the design really accommodate the projects’ own 

loading needs so that trucks don’t block the alley? Is the 

loading area design really a dock or a bay (berth)? Will the 

depth provided for loading/unloading really keep trucks from 

nosing out into the alley? 

4. How does the design (perpendicular loading berth) respond 

to the needs of un-trained residential truck drivers in a 

narrow alley? 

5. How does the design facilitate speedy and efficient deliveries 

in terms of access to mailrooms and back of the house 

areas? 

6. What is the plan for retail spaces receiving deliveries from 

the loading berth? 

7. With no dedicated freight elevator, how can you assure that 

parking times for trucks will not be higher than anticipated 

and that trucks will not queue in the alley? 

 
In sum, well over 2000 vehicle trips per day can be expected in this 

alley. The adverse impacts from street level traffic on a narrow 19th 

Century alley must not be dismissed without careful study and 

meaningful design improvements. For further information, please 

review the attached Public Comment Letter from Transportation 

Consultant, Ross Tilghman, prepared for the 5th & Virginia 

(#3028017) 1st EDG, that also has considerable applicability to this 

project as well. 

 
Finally, SDOT is working to understand the full spectrum of downtown 

delivery and loading needs in order to determine how best to meet 

rapidly evolving demands. We encourage SDCI to request a briefing 

on the status of its research as part of your environmental review of 

this proposal. Attached is a Public Comment Letter on this issue from 



Land-Use attorney, Claudia Newman, prepared for the 5th & Virginia 

(#3028017) 1st EDG, that is applicable to this project as well. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments that I am 

submitting on behalf of myself and also on behalf of the Escala 

Owners Association. 

Sincerely, 

John Sosnowy, 

for the Escala Owners Association. 


